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PRESS RELEASE FROM CHURCHMANOR ESTATES 
  
8th November 2017 
  
Stephen Clark, of Churchmanor, commented, “We are delighted to have exchanged 
legal agreements with B&Q for their new replacement Colchester store, which will allow 
them to leave their existing store in the Hythe now that Colchester Borough Council have 
granted planning permission for Sainsbury’s to take their unit. This will improve the 
range of food shopping in the Hythe." 
  
The M&S Food Hall and Aldi will together offer an improved range of food shopping for 
the residents of Stanway, in addition to the existing Sainsbury’s store. The additional 
units we are constructing will provide space for occupiers in the homeware market and 
therefore will have a minimum impact on the town centre. Indeed 60% of the space will 
be taken by the relocation of the existing B&Q and Aldi stores. 
  
Mr Clark continued “We are proposing a wide range of improvements to the Eight Ash 
Green roundabout as well as dualling a section of the Western Bypass from the 
Sainsbury’s roundabout to Yeomanry Way. The whole package is costing some £2.6 
million and is the result of extensive discussions with Highways England on the best way 
to achieve improved road safety and use, not only of the junction but also the first 
section of Western Way to eliminate the queuing back onto the A12. If we obtain 
planning consent within the statutory 13 week period in February/March 2018 then we 
will be able to make a start on site and on the road improvements in the Spring to allow 
B&Q to open on time." 
  
Heidi Reynolds, Divisional Director East, B&Q commented “B&Q is delighted to have found a 
location for a new store in Colchester and to have exchanged agreements with Churchmanor in 
respect of the Stane Park site.  When we agreed with Sainsbury’s in 2013 to vacate our existing 
store at Lightship Way, it was always, and remains, our intention to continue to serve our 
Colchester customers. B&Q is fully supportive of the Stane Park planning application and we will 
work with Churchmanor to help secure a timely decision from the Council.” 
  
Robert Morray, Head of Property Planning at M&S said, “We’ve been serving customers at 
our store in Colchester Town Centre for over a hundred years and we’re really pleased to be able 
to improve our offering in the area with a second Foodhall to be located Stane Retail Park. Our 
new store will enable us to serve the residents of Stanway the very best of M&S food and drink 
and we look forward to updating the community as plans for the store progress”. 
  
Roland Stanley, Aldi Property Director, said: “We have enjoyed welcoming customers from 
across the Stanway area to our store in Lexden since opening in 2010.As more and more people 
switch their shopping to Aldi, the existing store and its car park are becoming too small to serve 
our growing customer base. As well as being more modern, the new store at Stane Retail Park will 
be almost twice that size and will allow us to welcome even more people to experience Aldi’s 
award-winning offer of brand-like quality at unbeatable prices. All our colleagues working in 
Lexden will be transferred to the new store and we will also be increasing our staff numbers to 
approximately 50 personnel.” 
  
Overall the scheme is predicted to employ in excess of 300 staff, including just over 100 
transferring from the B&Q store in The Hythe, and the Aldi Store in Lexden. 
  
 
Stephen Clark concluded “We would very much welcome the public’s view of our 
proposals and we have set up a questionnaire on our website, which can be 
found at www.stanepark.com ”. 
	



Pre-letting and development advice given to Churchmanor Estates by 
Gregory Moore of Gregory Moore Property.  He is advising on the letting 
of the remaining 62,000 sq ft 
	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
CGI:	Looking	towards	the	A12	
	
	

	

	

	

	

	

CGI:	80,000	sq	ft	plus	external	garden	centre	and	builders	yard	

	

	

	

	

	

	

CGI:	18,500	sq	ft	(relocating	from	Lexden)	

	

	

	

	

	

	

CGI:	M&S	Food	Hall,	11,000	sq	ft	


